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GET TO KNOW YOUR REGISTER OF DEEDS OFFICE 
By Jeanine Chell, Register of Deeds and Penny Engebretson, Deputy Register of Deeds 
 
In the territory that was to eventually become Wisconsin, the first law establishing a county office of records was passed 
in 1795. The first two counties were established in 1818 while Wisconsin was still considered part of the Michigan 
Territory. In 1836, the Register of Deeds was established. On May 29, 1848, Wisconsin became the 30th state admitted to 
the union. At that time, 28 counties had been established and today, we have 72 counties in the state. In 1848, the 
Wisconsin constitution established the Register of Deeds as a constitutional office. Present day in the state of Wisconsin, 
registers are elected county officials with four year terms. The system maintained by the Register of Deeds was put in 
place to ensure the rights of persons who first made claims to property and that still holds true today. 
 
Register of Deeds offices hold the history of each parcel of land by maintaining the official public property records. 
Property records prove ownership in a chain of title. These records provide information about each parcel of land, 
including legal property descriptions, easements and access rights, covenants, restrictions, and liens. The Register of 
Deeds offices are statutorily charged with recording, managing and providing access to these important documents. 
Wisconsin is a ñrace-to-recordò state. This means documents are recorded in the order they are received, which affects 
lien seniority and chain of title. A portion of each document recording fee goes to county and state land information 
programs to modernize these programs. 
 
Documents which are filed with the Register of Deeds office include Deeds, Mortgages, Assignments and Satisfactions 
of Mortgage, Easements, Plats, Certified Survey Maps, and many more document types. Most documents require a full 
legal description for the affected parcel to ensure they are referencing the correct parcel. There are a few different kinds 
of property legal descriptions: 
 
- Metes and bounds, which describes the measurements and boundaries of a piece of property. Landmarks in a metes and 
bounds description might include lakes, rivers, roads, or stakes. 
 
- Certified Survey Map (CSM), which consists of four or less parcels of land designated as lots or outlots. A CSM may 
be used to divide land for sale or exchange, create lots for building or other development, and clarify metes and bounds 
descriptions. 
 
- Plat map, which is a representation of a subdivision, showing the division of a tract or parcel of land into lots, blocks, 
and streets or other divisions or dedications. 
 
In addition to land records, the Register of Deeds office is also an outlet to obtain certified copies of vital records such as 
Birth, Marriage, Divorce, and Death. Wisconsin Birth and Marriage records are available on a statewide basis. Recent 
Wisconsin Death and Divorce records are available statewide, with older records available at the county where the event 
occurred.  If you have questions, please contact us at715-349-2183 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Protect your property from fraudsters for free! 
 
Stay vigilant to catch any fraudulent document filings against your property. Sign up for our free Property Fraud Alert 
service. Go to https://www.propertyfraudalert.com/WIBurnett and register or call us at 715-349-2183. 

https://www.propertyfraudalert.com/WIBurnett
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Message from the President  
By Tim Adair, BCLRA 

Greetings!!  My name is Tim Adair.  I am the new President of Burnett 
County Lakes and Rivers Association.  I have owned a lake home on Birch 
Island Lake for the past 25 years.  I moved here permanently four years ago 
from Big Lake MN.  I am on the board of the Birch Island Lake Association 
and the Yellow River Protection Conservancy.  I have many friends and family 
in Burnett County, and like most of you, I fell in love with this area many 
years ago. 
 
I believe, we, in Burnett County are facing a difficult future.  How do we 
maintain our pristine woods and water and still accommodate modern 
recreation users?  Many residents and visitors want high speed boats and ATV/
UTVs as opposed to those who want peace and quiet in the woods and on the 
water.  Both sides will have to compromise, but how do we get there?  These 
are issues that we, as Burnett County residents, will have to figure out. 
 
I will be trying to fill the shoes of Roger Noe, who has been President for the 
last 16 years. Roger is a true conservationist.  When I was first elected to the 
BCLRA board, I was amazed at his knowledge of the lands and waters in 
Burnett County.  Roger knows just about everyone in the county that is 
involved in protecting our lands and waters, and he knows how to get things 
done.  His brain is an encyclopedia when it comes to where everything in the 
county is located.  He has told me about lakes and plots of land I never knew 
were in the county.  BCLRA   He will be a hard act to follow, but with his 
help, I promise to try my best. 
 
BCLRA has a seat on the Burnett County Natural Resources Committee and 
Roger has been representing BCLRA in that seat for many years.  I hope he 
will continue representing BCLRA for a while (or longer) until I become more 
educated on how it operates.   
 
Roger Noe is the kind of caring person one does not meet much these days.  
When my wife died six years ago, he and the board were right there ready to 
jump in if I needed anything.  When COVID hit, he changed our meetings to 
Zoom meetings.  This may not mean much to most of you, but we all knew 
Roger is not much into technology, he hated Zoom meetings.  Roger has taught 
me so much.  He taught me that our county belongs to us all.  He told me once 
that times are changing and we can either sit back and do nothing or we can try 
to guide it into a better Burnett County.   
 
Lest you think Roger is perfect, I can tell you that he is not.  He tends to inflate 
the size of the fish he just caught, he does not like to reveal his favorite fishing 
spots, and Iôm not sure he doesnôt BUY his venison.  But seriously, Roger will 
be a hard act to follow, but with his help, I promise to try my best. 
 
The decontamination stations are working.   Residents are following the new 
law about cleaning boats entering and leaving Burnett waters.  Spraying them 
with the 2% bleach that is provided will not harm boat finishes.  All boat 
manufacturers that have been contacted, report that spray has no effect on boat 
finishes. 

Continued on page 10 

mailto:dferris@burnettcounty.org
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Above photo: Individual plant of Water Hyacinth. Above photo: Large dormant clump of the Water Hyacinth 
found in Grantsburg WI. 

Are you one that enjoys gardening and maintaining a water garden? There are so many beautiful and different plants to 
choose from to make your water garden complete, however, careful consideration should be made when choosing the 
perfect plant for your garden. Oftentimes, non-native and highly invasive plants can be someoneôs first choice without 
even knowing the consequences! Sometimes, invasive hitchhikers can accompany your purchases. It is recommended to 
rinse new water garden plants thoroughly before planting and dispose of the packaging appropriately. 
During fall cleanup, it is crucial to properly dispose of water garden plants by letting them fully dry out, bag it, seal it 
and bring it out to the trash. Improper ways to dispose of water garden plants is to release them into lakes, rivers, 
wetlands and other natural areas because they could become highly invasive.  
Unfortunately, one of the vectors of non-native plants and animals is by improper disposal. Water garden plants are 
often found in Wisconsin waters and across the United States. Just this spring, a highly invasive aquatic plant was 
discovered in one of the Memory Lake ponds in Grantsburg by AIS Coordinators from Wild Rivers Conservancy (Katie 
Sickmann), Polk (Colton Sorensen and Kaitlin Anderson) and Burnett Countyôs (Emily Moore). The timing and 
appearance of the invasive aquatic plant was suspected to be a water garden dump before winter last year.  
The species that was found is Water Hyacinth (Eichhornia crassipes) native to South America and introduced as an 
ornamental plant to the U.S. in 1884. It is a floating perennial with thick waxy leaves that are buoyant, allowing the 
plant to freely float. The roots are blue black to dark purple and suspend underneath the rosette that do not root into the 
lakebed. The plant flowers a lavender blue with a yellow blotch.  
If left unmanaged, the invasive can quickly take off making boating, fishing and other recreational activities almost 
impossible. Water Hyacinth can degrade water quality by blocking the air-water interface by reducing oxygen levels, 
essentially impacting underwater animals like fish. Due to its growth characteristics, Water Hyacinth can block out 
needed sun for other aquatic plants.  
Luckily, the AIS Team that identified Water Hyacinth was successful in removal the invasive and have been thoroughly 
inspecting the area for any evidence of growth.  
To reduce the potential of spreading invasive species, please properly clean, decontaminate and dispose of aquatic 
plants and animals and help protect the water resources we all love.  
For more information on best management practices on how to clean, decontaminate, and dispose of plants contact the 
Burnett County Aquatic Invasive Species Coordinator for more information at, 715-349-2109.  

Highly Invasive Water Hyacinth 
found in Memory Lake Park, 

Grantsburg WI 
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A Burnett County Internship Experience  
By Olivia Hansing 

Hello! My name is Olivia Hansing; Iôm going into my junior year at the University of Minnesota studying fisheries, wildlife, 
and conservation biology. My areas of focus are wildlife biology, conservation, and handling. This summer, I had the 
opportunity to work for Burnett County Land and Water as a conservation / aquatic invasive species intern.  
 
The majority of my time in this position was spent conducting lake surveys. There are three main surveys the county 
provides: early detection surveys, which sample a point intercept grid for aquatic invasive species; meander surveys, 
which use visual scans and sample six pre-selected points; and full macrophyte surveys, which sample a point intercept 
grid and identify every plant found. Additionally, I assisted with collecting zebra mussel veliger tows on a variety of lakes 
and that was also something I didnôt have any experience doing.  
 
Given my experience with wildlife biologyðand inexperience with aquatic plant biologyðI was initially apprehensive about 
a job that deals entirely with plants! But we started slow; I learned invasive identification first, and slowly eased into native 
identification as well. By the end of the summer, I was able to identify all the plants for the full macrophyte surveys!  
 
Aside from aquatic invasive species monitoring, I also experienced methods on how to control riparian and terrestrial 
invasive species, like Yellow Flag Iris and Japanese Knotweed.  
 
Another big part of my position was lake conservation. I spent a couple of weekends throughout the summer monitoring 
boat landings as part of the Clean Boats Clean Water program; I had the opportunity to help educate boaters about the 
effects of invasive species, the laws pertaining to them, common vectors of transmission, and how they can help! Beyond 
boaters, I helped work with and educate lakeshore landowners about issues such as erosion, rainwater runoff, and 
shoreline restoration.   

 
One of my favorite parts of working in natural resources is public outreach; I love talking to and educating the public about 
issues they might be completely unaware of! Some of my favorite days in this position were spent helping out with 
workshops on plant identification and surveying skills. Having a novice at these workshops can be a great resource; the 
more seasoned you are, the more difficult it can be to remember just how hard everything is when youôre new to it all!  

If you are interested in working outside during the summer with varying job duties that will open the doors to new found 
skills in conservation, consider applying for the Burnett County Land Services internships offered every summer! For more 
information please contact our office at 715-349-2109. 
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It isnôt every day that someone has the ability to look underneath 
their dock and see what is happening on their structure. That rare 
opportunity will present itself as summer gives way to autumn 
and lake residents and lake service providers start to remove 
boats, docks and piers from the water.  Why would anyone want 
to take a look at the bottom of the piers? 
 
Zebra mussels attach to hard surfaces like docks and piers. Zebra 
mussels have been found in less than 5% of Wisconsin lakes 
predicted to be suitable for zebra mussels. Unfortunately, Zebra 
Mussels were found here in Burnett County in October 2016 and 
now occupy Big McKenzie and Middle McKenzie. Lake shore 
owners should get in the habit of inspecting NEW and OLD equipment every time you put in and take out 
for the season. 
 
Itôs very important to check for any invasive species, including Zebra Mussels, since a small plant 
fragment or any other unusual plant or animal that you find during dock removal could be an 
invasive. 
To protect Burnett Countyôs lakes and rivers, weôre asking landowners and contractors to carefully examine 
piers, boats, boatlifts, rafts and any other equipment that has been in the water for a prolonged period of time 
for signs of zebra mussels during removal.  
 
In addition to a visual inspection, citizens/contractors are encouraged to feel smooth surfaces of equipment to 
check for juvenile zebra mussels as they may have a ñsand-paper likeò feel and are often invisible to the 
human eye. If zebra mussels or other new invasive species are found: 
 
Check that the invasive species has not been previously found on the waterbody by visiting http://
dnr.wi.gov/lakes/invasives/AISLists.aspx?species=ZM 

Note the exact location where the animal was found. 
Take a digital photo of the animal in the setting where it was found (if possible). Then collect up to five 
specimens of varying sizes. Place in a jar with water; put on ice and transport to refrigerator.  

Bring or send in the sample to your local DNR office or county land and water department for 
verification. 

 
There are also specific laws lake property owners and contractors must follow to prevent the spread of AIS.  
Prior to transporting any equipment Wisconsin law requires you to: 
  
INSPECT boats, trailers, boat lifts, piers, rafts and equipment. 
REMOVE all attached aquatic plants and animals. 
DRAIN all water from boats, vehicles, and equipment. 
 

End of Season Dock Removal 

 

http://dnr.wi.gov/lakes/invasives/AISLists.aspx?species=ZM
http://dnr.wi.gov/lakes/invasives/AISLists.aspx?species=ZM

